
Translating Online 
Practice for K-12

You Can Do This!



Sarah Ackermann, PhD
sarahcress@gmail.com

● Experience with K-adult learners
● International experience
● Have taught no-tech, some tech, and 

high-tech (1:1)
● Teaching online since 2015
● Facilitated/built online courses and programs 

for UMSL, Eastern Illinois, and AOEU
● Supporting ONLINE ART TEACHERS (K-12) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2263723033936820/


Kerry Parrish
kerryparrishart@gmail.com

● Currently teaching High School Visual Art 
● Traditional Studio Arts Classes 
● Digital Arts Classes in a Laptop Lab using 

Adobe Programs 
● Instructional Technology Coach in a 1:1 

Chromebook District



● Share best practices for moving to 
an online mindset

● Share examples from the field
● Share a TON of resources
● Provide a checklist of 

recommendations
● To offer on-going support

Today’s Goals



Best Practices for Shifting Online



Best Practices for Shifting Online

Intuitive Design
Why is it important?

● Learners like to feel control over their learning
● Learners have multiple responsibilities
● Learners come with different levels of experience 

with online coursework
● Learners like consistency



Intuitive Design

Your platform should 
align with school goals, 
but also be super clear 
and organized for both 
students and guardians.



Intuitive Design

An LMS is great, but 
there are plenty of other 
alternatives. 

Here (Dehner, 2020) is 
a helpful resource.

Find the best for you, 
your school, and your 
students.

https://theartofeducation.edu/2020/03/15/the-best-apps-to-help-you-teach-art-remotely/


Intuitive Design

Regardless of the 
platform, organizing 
weekly or even daily 
content into clearly 
labeled folders helps 
viewers.



Intuitive Design

Within each folder you 
can embed websites, 
handouts, videos, 
examples, and 
additional resources.



Intuitive Design

When designing folders I 
like to organize as if I am 
making a sandwich.



Intuitive Design

When designing folders I 
like to organize as if I am 
making a sandwich.



Intuitive Design

The calendar is your 
friend. 



Intuitive Design

You might even encourage 
students/guardians to print a copy to put on 
their fridge.



Intuitive Design

Be succinct and clear 
in ALL directions.

When possible, ask students 
to post their work publicly for 
the class. Consider online 
netiquette expectations 
(UMSL, n.d).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UJos4Dua3x_e7vvoUTiWTeIzTS5JcUQaQNuOJMfIeA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UJos4Dua3x_e7vvoUTiWTeIzTS5JcUQaQNuOJMfIeA/edit?usp=sharing


Intuitive Design
Clear directions can help 
parents and siblings assist if 
needed:

● Stream regular 
announcements

● Tell students how you will use 
Google Classroom or LMS

● Upload directions LINK 
HERE 

● Use clear topics
● Number assignments
● Provide checklists/wrap ups

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1siEeTJtHdkbUrPblEpiwURp4S3iquFD2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1siEeTJtHdkbUrPblEpiwURp4S3iquFD2/view?usp=sharing


Intuitive Design

● Be consistent when are 
material and setting 
deadlines 

● BE FLEXIBLE!
● Check in with students - 

they will miss you 
● Add the amount of time 

each activity should take 
● If you are bringing in new 

tech, screencast and 
show examples 

● EXPLAIN why you are 
using specific tools
 

● Google Form Link HERE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XbpHS5_YnmjH4V_BgMKbDB5Tv51kt6yoyMsyZII3V_g/copy


Intuitive Design
Consider:

● Best layout to 
communicate 
with students

● How you will 
hyperlink content 
(LINK HERE vs. 
full link)

● Double check all 
links

Courtesy of JenWargin @snapshotedu



Learn it - How are you 
organizing lessons?

● Google Slides 
with 
instructions/links 

● Information 
Chunked Menu 
Style 

● Clear Goals and 
Instruction on 
where to submit

Intuitive Design

Courtesy of Heidi O’Donnell



Intuitive Design



Prove it - How are you 
collecting work?

Individually 

● Google Slide Deck with 
prompts embedded

● Google Slide Deck where 
students add photos of 
daily work/reflection

● Hyper Doc with 
images/evidence to table

● Deyana’s Resource LINK 
HERE

Intuitive Design

Courtesy of Deyana Matt, visualdeyana@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AJZG0qh_vJQdW-7LMHIiZ6rp42lnQcUdHa3Vq5Lxb-Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AJZG0qh_vJQdW-7LMHIiZ6rp42lnQcUdHa3Vq5Lxb-Q/edit?usp=sharing


Collaborative Collection:

● Shared Google Side 
Deck for an assignment

● El/Middle - Students 
submit work to teach, 
teacher creates 
slideshow with all work 
for students to comment 
on

● Padlet - Posting images 
and students can 
comment and add video, 
and images

Intuitive Design



Best Practices for Shifting Online

Engaging Content
Why is it important?

● Learners want multiple viewpoints 
● Learners want highly applicable content
● Learners take in more when they are 

enjoying the learning process



Engaging Content
Students want to hear from YOU as much 
as possible:

● How to Record Your Face AND Screen 
Using Quicktime (Kurt, 2020)

● Screencastify  
● Screencast-O-Matic
● Loom

https://macreports.com/record-face-screen-mac/
https://macreports.com/record-face-screen-mac/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://screencast-o-matic.com/lp/screen-recording-video-editing/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand&utm_term=screencast%20omatic&gclid=Cj0KCQjwx7zzBRCcARIsABPRscN6cBiDXSqkGAUwaTJoLweHPCxWYn5q-IAohhopHNR3QgBtXiT4rWsaArVvEALw_wcB
https://www.loom.com/?fbclid=IwAR2-b_DHiMDInwkDmkzYmhq8-zhWv1Y5ovoxUbCSWPEp_7mOnKE4gvimnAw


Engaging Content

You can make 
quality videos 
with very little 
equipment.



Engaging Content

When meaningful, link to 
other insights. 

This can be through 
videos...



Engaging Content

Articles…

Try to embed content 
as much as possible - 
keep learners in one 
place.



Engaging Content

Other digital tools…

This can include virtual 
tours, read alouds, 
webquests, etc.



Engaging Content

Here are some favorites!
● Art Gallery of New South Wales (Application)
● British Museum Guide (Application)
● Canton Museum of Art (Virtual tours)
● Eden Galleries (Virtual tours)
● Elim Museum (3D exhibit)
● Google Arts & Culture (Museum content and archives)
● Tate Kids (A whole host of tools and resources)
● The National Gallery (Virtual tours)
● The State Hermitage Museum (Virtual tours)
● MoMa (Application)
● Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (Online Lessons)
● Museo Soumaya (Application)
● National Museum of Wildlife Art (Virtual tours)
● Smithsonian Learning Lab (A whole host of resources)
● The Museum of the World (Interactive timeline)
● Vancouver Art Gallery (Application)

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/australian-art-gallery-of-new-south-wales/id555555774
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/british-museum-guide/id551275212
https://www.cantonart.org/exhibits/virtual-gallery?gclid=Cj0KCQjwl8XtBRDAARIsAKfwtxCy27A5KuxgWMq4rHCngg6iI_ybRC_EuQe5F1hHYIFyDHVUFwxXNt0aAgu0EALw_wcB
https://www.eden-gallery.com/virtual-tour/
https://elimmuseum.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours/google-virtual-tour
https://www.hermitagemuseum.org/wps/portal/hermitage/panorama/virtual_visit/panoramas-m-1/!ut/p/z1/jY9BDoIwEEXPwgHIFATUZa0xiJLGRLF2Q2YjTgKFQGXh6W2MGxeis5vk_Td_QIMCbXCkCi21Bmu3X3RSSs6TYCZYtiiiOeNLnq6zA4tXmwTOL4B9Gc5A_5OfAPS0Pvt1wH0Q9rnIK9Ad2ptP5tqCGqm3d6zLkQayoDo0bY8NDn7jB66T_rTK7c5Z5TFOpSxEKKI3MNGra07qsU8Zcc97Aid38vQ!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?lng=en
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/moma/id383990455
https://educart.ca/en/?fbclid=IwAR2E9qfrtLatRqbbJ6eEE4LYcCv34-OubqVu2amyhHNXNVNMsHZziMeIAZo
http://www.museosoumaya.org/
https://www.wildlifeart.org/visit/virtual-tour/
https://learninglab.si.edu/
https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/vancouver-art-gallery/id879657330


Engaging Content

Here is a lesson sample:

● Link to Lesson Hyperdoc and Wakelet
● Hyperdoc template courtesy of 

Hyperdoc Gals (2018)

How can you connect your content to the 
current situation?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hnHjbnQ-c5CMp3SZGwhUcGkDkw4knoW_MsNXGN6K0WA/edit?usp=sharing
https://wke.lt/w/s/3NkSVJ
https://hyperdocs.co/templates


Best Practices for Shifting Online

Meaningful Assignments
Why are they important?

● Learners have high expectations
● Learners are practical and results-oriented
● Learners appreciate strong examples
● Learners enjoy collaboration when it is 

meaningful



Meaningful Assignments
When possible, try to stick 
to your original scope and 
sequence plan, with 
modifications of course.



Meaningful Assignments
Consider what students 
have access to at home. If 
needed, keep it simple with 
paper and pencil. Maybe 
they have an iPad and can 
work digitally.

● Tips for Photographing 
Artwork (AOEU, 2018)

https://theartofeducation.edu/content/uploads/2018/01/TipstoTakeGreatPhotosofYourArtwork.pdf
https://theartofeducation.edu/content/uploads/2018/01/TipstoTakeGreatPhotosofYourArtwork.pdf


Meaningful Assignments
Here are resources for 
sketchbook work:

● 100 Sketchbook Prompts Your 
Students Will Love (Bogatz, 
2015)

● 101 Drawing Ideas for Your 
Sketchbook (Fussell, 2012)

● Sketchbook Assignments 
(Incredible Art Room, n.d.)

https://theartofeducation.edu/2015/11/10/100-sketchbook-prompts-your-students-will-love/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2015/11/10/100-sketchbook-prompts-your-students-will-love/
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/blog/101-sketchbook-ideas
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/blog/101-sketchbook-ideas
https://www.incredibleart.org/files/sketchbook.htm


Meaningful Assignments
Here are apps for drawing (many 
work well on a phone too):

● Autodesk Sketchbook (Free)
● MediBang Paint for iPad (Free)
● Paper (Free)
● Tayasui Sketches (Free)

● Adobe Photoshop Sketch ($1.99)
● Adobe Illustrator Draw ($1.99)
● Procreate ($9.99)

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/autodesk-sketchbook/id883738213
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/medibang-paint-free-digital/id1003588804
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id506003812
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tayasui-sketches-draw-paint/id641900855
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/adobe-photoshop-sketch/id839085644
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/adobe-illustrator-draw/id911156590
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/procreate-sketch-paint-create/id425073498


Meaningful Assignments
Here are apps for 
photo work (many 
work well on a phone 
too):

● Photoshop Express (Free)
● Pixlr (Free)
● Prisma Photo Editor (Free)
● Snapseed (Free)
● Union (Free)

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/adobe-photoshop-express-edit-photos-make-collage/id331975235?ign-mpt=uo%3D8
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/pixlr-photo-editor-for-collages/id526783584
https://apps.apple.com/app/prisma-free-photo-editor-art/id1122649984
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/snapseed/id439438619
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/union-combine-edit-photos/id849145835


Meaningful Assignments Art Resources:
● Art Institute of Chicago (n.d.)
● Art Story (n.d.)
● Google Arts and Culture (n.d.)
● TedEd Visual Arts (n.d.)
● The Art Assignment (n.d.)
● University Art Classes (Cain, 2018)

Artists Online:
● Art 21 (n.d.)
● Art School (PBS, n.d.)
● Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems! (n.d.)

Here are additional resources 
that could inspire some great 
reflection, research, and or 
participation, and in turn, lead to 
interesting studio work:

https://www.artic.edu/learn-with-us/educators/tools-for-my-classroom/resource-finder?page=1&fbclid=IwAR3K2CF_UOo4ukj3emmjDGpDH8FBaYlqsdb0gudmQ4YFAJSJjAtSoHEB0d0
https://www.theartstory.org/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?category=visual-arts
http://www.theartassignment.com/
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-10-university-art-classes-free-online?utm_medium=email&utm_source=19760185-newsletter-editorial-daily-03-18-20&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=st-S
https://art21.org/
https://illinois.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/art-school/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL14hRqd0PELGbKihHuTqx_pbvCLqGbOkF


Meaningful Assignments
Virtual Museum:
● Make a Virtual Museum with 

Google Slides (Lee, 2016) 
● 10 Amazing Virtual Museum 

Tours (Bambury, 2017)
● 12 World-Class Museums You 

Can Visit Online (Obias, 2016)

More resources!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=5XNevQHfvjc&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=5XNevQHfvjc&app=desktop
https://www.virtualiteach.com/post/2017/08/20/10-amazing-virtual-museum-tours
https://www.virtualiteach.com/post/2017/08/20/10-amazing-virtual-museum-tours
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online


Meaningful Assignments
Cross-Curricular:

● Animal Livestreams (Tucker, 2020) 
● Aquarium Livecam (Explore, 2020)
● Free Virtual Field Trips (Freedom 

Home Schooling, 2020) 
● Kennedy Center (Carter, 2020)
● National Parks Online (Pyper, n.d.)
● Storyline (2020)
● More Literacy Resources (Growing 

Book By Book, 2020)

More resources!

https://www.thedailybeast.com/stay-sane-during-your-quarantine-with-these-animal-livestreams?source=TDB&via=FB_Page
https://explore.org/livecams/aquarium-of-the-pacific/aquarium-pacific-live-cam-2
https://freedomhomeschooling.com/virtual-field-trips/?fbclid=IwAR02exH1Asxmh7dnsndLqYyqlEa2nNKqZmO0s65rdCOChpl15EDJVdQk2tA
https://freedomhomeschooling.com/virtual-field-trips/?fbclid=IwAR02exH1Asxmh7dnsndLqYyqlEa2nNKqZmO0s65rdCOChpl15EDJVdQk2tA
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/attractions/2020/03/18/kennedy-space-center-offering-free-online-activities-amid-closure
https://totallythebomb.com/heres-33-national-park-tours-you-can-take-virtually-from-the-comfort-of-your-home
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-resources/


Meaningful Assignments

We can’t get enough resources!
Music Videos/Cartoons:
● Art with Mati & Dada (n.d.)
● Bugs Bunny Art Museum (Ballard, 

2016)
● Dust My Shoulders Off (Jane 

Zhang, 2016)
● 70 Million by Hold Your Horses! 

(L’Ogre, 2010)

For YOUR art teacherin’ enjoyment (not suitable for all students): 
Bean’s Works of Art (Mr. Bean, 2018)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR2NlUr0yPuqRxZN_7ItHog
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZHIfOd133w&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgnClGC8-WQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erbd9cZpxps&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8CM9wC-3Aw


Meaningful Assignments
Have you seen this article? 
(Taggart, 2017)

Ask students to put up a mini art 
show in their home and then hold a 
critique with family members!

https://mymodernmet.com/kids-drawing-on-wall-framed-by-parents/


Meaningful Assignments
Students can post photographs of their 
display and then document their family’s 
reactions:

● Printable question cards (Art Class 
Curator, n.d.) 

● Slide deck
● Voicethread deck

https://discover.artclasscurator.com/sf/ec6976cd?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=%5BYOUR%20ART%20DOWNLOAD%5D%2082%20Questions%20About%20Art&utm_campaign=freebie-guernica-download
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eajR9svpiq_dN9cD2Q4Y38r6Jsj9Y3SoWqNg1pTE4vM/edit?usp=sharing
https://voicethread.com/share/13852182/


Also for Consideration

Coping Strategies for YOU:

● Set a timer
● Get creative 
● Limit social media time

http://ipadstopwatch.com/


Also for Consideration

Consider starting each of your 
art modules with an optional 
mindful practice (Kamenetz, 
2016). This can help create a 
sense of space in between 
subject areas for the busy 
online student. 

INSERT 
YOUR FACE 

HERE

https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/46150/why-teachers-say-practicing-mindfulness-is-transforming-the-work


Also for Consideration

Resources to consider:

● Stop, Breathe & Think (n.d.) 
● I Am Peace (Storytime Now!, 

2018) 
● Mindfulness Class for Kids! 

(Mindful Schools, 2020)
● Zen Art (Romano, 2020)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkB9zEEqnP9kMIf5VChd99Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnR5HDfR3JI
https://www.mindfulschools.org/free-online-mindfulness-class-for-kids/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museum-moment-of-zen-hashtag-help-people-relax?utm_content=link&utm_term=317E10A2-67B3-11EA-99CC-F2EA39982C1E&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=travelandleisure_travelandleisure


Checklist of Recommendations
❏ #1 Review Your Curriculum 

What absolutely needs so stay? How can 
you alter it to make it work online?

❏ #2 Learn It 
How do you want students to take in 
content?
❏ Articles
❏ Videos
❏ Websites

❏ #3 Practice It 
How do you want students to practice 
skills?
❏ Handouts
❏ Worksheets
❏ Small tasks
❏ Big tasks

❏ #4 Prove It 
How do you want students to demonstrate 
learning?
❏ Slide shows 
❏ Photographs of artwork
❏ Traditional turn-in 
❏ Padlet collaboration

❏ #5 Constantly reflect. 
What is going well? What isn’t going smoothly? 
Don’t be afraid to change it up!

         



More Guidance
● Translating Online Practice for K-12: You 

CAN Do This! (Ackermann, 2020)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k0ycXtGV5uHOC_n6al_y7oedLP9c5v3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k0ycXtGV5uHOC_n6al_y7oedLP9c5v3/view?usp=sharing


We Are Here For You!
Sarah Ackermann

sarahcress@gmail.com

Kerry Parrish 
kerryparrishart@gmail.com


